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church, Fr. Tristantôs residence and the 

school sustained structural damage. Part 

of the money that was collected and 

matched by the Mustard Seed Fund will 

help to restore their buildings. That is the 

easy part. The more difficult challenge is 

how do we develop and continue a rela-

tionship with people that have limited 

communications? While we are looking 

to strengthen our relationship with Our 

Lady of Seven Sorrows, we are also 

looking to keep her people in the minds 

and hearts of our Sacred Heart parish 

family. Some of the ideas that our minis-

try came up with are as follows: 

One of our parishioners, Christine 

Granja, is organizing a 5K run to be held 

in the spring of 2011. This will be a sanc-

tioned run, so first we will need the ap-

proval of the Town of Southbury and the 
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I 
n the aftermath of the earthquake in 

Haiti we find that the focus of our 

ministry has temporarily changed. 

Our previous plan was that Fr. Joe and 

five other ministry members would travel 

to Haiti on February 11, 2010 and sign 

the Twinning Covenant at our 

Lady of Seven Sorrows. During 

that visit we had hoped to listen 

and learn, with the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit, about our new 

sister parish. Our thoughts were 

that we would try to immerse 

ourselves into their culture and 

in doing so learn how we could 

best communicate and grow our 

relationship. 

During the two previous im-

mersion trips to Gran Boulage the 

groups only spent a few hours each visit. 

During that time their goal was to look 

for a ñgood fitò for our parish family here 

at Sacred Heart. They were looking for a 

parish that was run similarly to ours. This 

would mean two parishes, in very differ-

ent parts of the world that would have 

comparable Catholic social structures, 

with similar hopes and dreams always 

lead by the same belief in Jesus Christ. 

The devastating earthquake of January 

12, 2010 changed everything. We were 

happy to hear that no lives were lost at 

Our Lady of Seven Sorrows, but the 
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Our Lady of Seven Sorrows prior to earthquake. 

Haitian Tree of Life: With chalk, the 

artist draws the tree of life design onto 

a cleaned and flattened oil drum, and 

with hammer and chisel the design is 

cut and shaped. (haitimetalart.com) 
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Police Department. The event will be 

called ñHoof it for HaitiðSouthbury.ò 

This will be modeled after a run 

sponsored by St Elizabeth Seton in 

Rocky Hill. We are looking to make 

this an annual event for Sacred 

Heart. It will encourage town wide 

participation and will continue to 

raise awareness about Haiti. It will 

also give us an opportunity to con-

tinually be able to support a country 

that will take years to get back on 

her feet. 

As Fr. Tristant can receive email, 

each of our committee members has 

an assigned day to drop him a note 

and keep him informed of our parish 

activities and to let him and his peo-

ple know that they are constantly in 

our thoughts and prayers. 

Our Lady of Seven Sorrows will 

continue to be included in the 

Prayers of the Faithful. 

Facts concerning Haiti will be 

included in the bulletin to keep eve-

ryone here informed. 

As you enter the Atrium please 

notice the bulletin board we have 

created for our sister parish. It will 

be updated as new events occur. 

We would welcome any other 

suggestions on how else we might be 

able to grow our relationship during 

this challenging time. While we wait 

for the approval to make our next 

trip we ask that you continue to pray 

for healing and restoration of hope 

for our sister parish. 

 

Peter & Catherine Hughes 

Haiti Committee 
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New members and ideas are welcome throughout the year. Please contact the parish office, 264-5071, 

or Katherine Pavone at 264-6599. 

Welcome New Parishioners 

At the Easter Vigil Fr. Donnelly welcomed RCIA candidates, who completed 

the initiation program, into the Sacred Heart faith community. The candidates 

pictured with their sponsors and RCIA team members are: (from left) Fr. Joe, 

Alan Green, Amy Pontillo, Sue Weaving, Joanne Skinner, Rahnna Peck, 

Lorraine Marcantonio, Richard Abbot, Elaine Wolf, Ola Fiala, Annette 

Needham, Courtney Fragola, Sylvia Krug, Justin Moore, Sr. Pat and Diane 

Greco. Ola Fiala was baptized and received her first Eucharist. Alan Green and 

Rahnna Peck made a profession of their faith and were received into the 

Church. Lorraine Marcantonio, Justin Moore and Annette Needham were con-

firmed and received into the Church. The RCIA team of Diane Greco 

(Coordinator), Richard Abbot, Sue Palma and Sue Weaving prepared these 

candidates for entry into the Church. 


