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The Earthquake in Haitl

hile the rest of the human family

was focused on the events in Haiti
in recent weeks the perspective of our
parish has had a very personal context.

We have been growing in our rela-

tionship with the people of Our Lady of
Seven Sorrows Parish in Gran Boulage,
Haiti over these past two years. Two dif-
ferent groups of our parishioners have
visited there, Father Jean Francois Tris-
tant, their pastor, visited us last October
and joined me in signing the covenant
between our two parishes; the covenant
cross hangs in our church right near the
ambo to remind us of our bond with
them. We are happy to hear that, while
there are some cracks in the church/
rectory building that make them uninhab-

itable, no one in Gran Boulage was hurt.
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The second personal connection came
with our awareness that Deacon Chuck
Dietsch, who was in Haiti working for
the Office of Haitian Ministries of the
Diocese of Norwich, had been buried for
ten hours in the rubble of the mission
house there. We thank God that Chuck
was rescued and is home with us. He sus
tained some significant injuries but no
broken bones. Our parish rallied around
him, demonstrating the strength of our
community of faith and the great power
that faithfilled prayer can have. Chuck
wrote this note to our parish community
offering thanks and deep insight.

Fr. Joe

This letter was read at all Masses on January 16 and 17.

Dear Parish Family,

Both Dorne and | have been overwhelmed by the compassion
shown to us by you, our parish family. Words will never be able
to express our gratitude for the outpouring of love and concern
for what we have experienced. | am personally thankful for the
loving support so many of you offered Dorne throughout this
difficult time.

It is only through your prayers, the grueling and back
breaking work of the three Haitian men who discovered us and
dug us from beneath the rubbl e,
will for Jillian and me, that we are alive and that we are once
more among our families and loved ones at home.

The mystery that is our God has become an even greater
mystery for me. Believe me when | say that there were many
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The Earthquake in Hatti

(Continued from cover)

moments of prayer during the ten hours | was buried. Prayers
centered on asking God to protect us and the thousands of other
victims of this horrific tragedy. My prayers also focused on try-
ing to place myself completely
decide my fate. As | write these words, | know that he has further
plans for me and that he was not ready to call me back to him-
self. It will take me some time to hear his message clearly, but |
know he has specific plans for me.

I will need a little time to heal, both physically and emotion-
ally. I hope to worship with you next weekend. | ask that you
continue your prayers and support for the thousands of Haitian
people who are now suffering without food, water and access to
medical help. Haiti has once again been thrust onto the world
stage as the result of unimaginable tragedy and horror. Please
join with me in praying that, this time, the world will take ac-
tiond yes, to bind up the wounds that are now so raw and bleed-
ingd but also to work together to solve the problems that plague
Haiti and her people. My prayer is for the Haitian people to be
supported now with much needed emergency aid, and in the fu-
ture with equally important economic, educational, and social
rebuilding which will provide a future of hope and dignity.

May God continue to bless us and to guide us in our efforts.

Chuck

Please listen to the audio recording
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Flawed Saints

I need those few flawed
BamtsGoddés hands and
Who, after lives of wantonness
or doubt

turned their lives about

and set upon a path towards
Light.

Not born with halos shining
bright

they sorely earned their
hagiographies

through struggles great
wrestled with their special
demons

and those, cast out by faith, by trust
by love

in the promise of

Eternal Life.

As | face my special form

of strife

my steps uncertain, seek

to walk

a righteous path.

Colleen Kelly
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New members and ideas are welcome throughout the year. Please contact the parish offi@é1264



FROM THE PASTORGS DESK

A national survey in 2008 by the Pew Forum for
Religion & Public LifeentitledU.S. Religious
Landscape Surveyas raised a lot of attention within the
Church. It found that one third of Americans who were
baptized and raised Catholic had left the Church of their
baptism. While the percentage of Americans who are

happens, life gets busy, various things conflict with your
faith practice and you and your household drift away. |

am always concerned that something may have happened
to you or to your family (a family struggle, tragedy, ill-
ness, job loss, alienation etc.) that is keeping you away.

If that is the case, it would be horrible if no one from

Catholic has remained around 25% (64.4 million in 2007) Sacred Heart ever noticed your absence or expressed
those numbers have come about primarily because of thesincere concern. Often when | do ask the question of

influx of immigrants particularly from Latin America.
Latinos represent 45% of all US Catholics age298
The same survey found that only 41% of US Catholics
attend Mass weekly and that only 57% consider religion
important in their lives.

While many former Catholics have found homes in

those who have drifted, many express no specific reason.
Whatever the reason or cause, | strongly believe that
we must be aware of what is going on in us that directs
our behavior; in this case changes in our faith practice.
Sometimes having a respectful and confidential conver-
sation can help a person understand more clearly why he

other religious denominations, approximately half of themno longer practices or no longer feels the same way about

describe themselves, not as atheists or agnostics, but
Anothing in particular. o
ity that a number of Catholics have left not because the
do not believe, but because faith does not matter to the

Now [ etdés bring this

parish is a vibrant, lifgiving and faithfilled community
and that it has much to offer people of all ages and ba
grounds; it continues to be a blessing for my life of fait
Over the last 6+ years that | have been pastor here, |
aware of many of you who no longer practice your Ca
lic faith. Some of you may no longer consider yoursel
Catholic. Your departure from the Church and its prag
may have happened because of a disagreement with
something that the Church believes, or because ¢
some specific experience you have had here at
Sacred Heart, or it may be that you no longer
consider religious faith something you value for
your life and that of your family.
Sometimes a tragedy in your life or that
of your family, changes the way you perceifle

h o pie .LenAisbedinnitigeSistersPat anm fwoddslikettolinvite
reputable national survey is, my concerns lie more imneR any of you who would like to do so to call upon us for
diately with our own parish community. | believe that o a pastoral conversation about your faith journey. While

A

religious faith. Sometimes it is valuable, whether you
retsrieto thet paadtice drtndt,aoshe dleariwishgouitsdif e
about what is really going on. It is always better to talk
than not to talk!

| write here about those of you who no longer practice
your faith, we extend that same invitation to any par-
ish member seeking to understand your faith journey
better. The point of these conversations is to help to
bring clarity to what your Catholic faith means to
you at this point in your life. We can meet at the
parish office, or in your home or on some neutral
spot, at a mutually convenient time, and of course
it is totally confidential.
Lent is Jesus6 call to
which is to say change. But none of us can know
what that means for us until we realize where we
are on our faith journey now. We want to make
personal conversations available to you
this Lent. Could this be a valuable part

God, the Church, Mass or faith. Sometime
coming to Mass draws you back to the trage
that is too painful to face. So you stop com
to Mass, not facing what that experience mea
for your faith and your experience of Go

Or you may be drawn into what
call #Athe slo drift.o

Somet hi

of your 2010 Lenten journey?

Father Joe

ng




Monsignor Steven Ferrar

Keeping all Things in Balance

Monsignor Ferrari juggles 103 his baptism two years later.
parishes in his jurisdiction, offering How does he keep all this in
guidance to the pastors, helping them balance, overseeing 103 parishes,
assess and fill the needs of their par- ministering to the needs of so many,
ishes and helping to solve a wide attending countless meetings with
array of problems and issues in such their accompanying followap, plus
a diverse, multcultural population. saying Mass in Southbury (which, by

The trilingual Msgr. Ferrari says the way, he does on his day off)? He
Mass every Sunday in a different manages time effect
parish, sometimes two different time to work, to play, to read, rest

parishes in a single Sunday, some  and pray, focusing God at the center
places in Spanish, a few in Italian,  of his life, realizing the importance

and of course most in English. of family and friends, and that all
Ms gr . Ferrari 6s thisaidl ane dag passwHis great
clear to him at a very young age. passions in addition to his vocation
As an altar boy growingupinMary are the 3 B6s, birod

Queen of Heaven parish in Brook-  Broadway (not necessarily in that
lyn, he wanted to be like the priests order). A constant reader, he is also
I\/I any of you know him as the  in his parish, down to earth, holy yet an avid bird watcher, keeping a life

warm, gregarious priest with  approachable, real people whotookal i st of t he birds h
the mellifluous voice, the sunny smile sincere interest in others, and so he more than 1250 birds species world-
and the twinkle in his eyes who says entered the minor seminary at age  wide, and he is a theater aficionado,
Mass at Sacred Heart on Friday 13. After completing his seminary mostly Broadway and GiBroadway,
mornings and who has done so education, which included studying  particularly of weltacted dramas,
(either on Thursday or Friday) for with the Maryknoll Missioners and good comedy and lively oltashioned
the last 17 years. Those who never working in South America, he was  musicals. | have the good fortune of

attend Friday morning Mass may not ordained a priest in May of 1980, being one of his theater buddies.
know the charismatic, recently and from that time up to his vicariate The always upbeat and thoughtful
named Monsignor for the Borough  appointment in 2008 he hasfilleda Ms gr . Ferrardi doesn
of Brooklyn, NY. Hopefully, you variety of assignments from associate allowing the little things to get to him,
will all be inspired to meet him. pastor to pastor, all in the Diocese of but prefers to focus on the bigger

To give you a little background Brooklyn. picture. He has come to the great
information, Steven Ferrari is the The ceremony officially conferring  realization that God is in control,

Episcopal Vicar of Brooklyn, a posi- thetitle of Monsignor in St. James and all things will be done in their
tion of liaison between the bishop Cathedral Basilica on November 29, appointed time. He never appears
and the parishes. Monsignor is a title 2009 at Solemn Vespers was particu- hurried, and if you are fortunate
of honor given to a priest who has  larly thrilling and important for Rev.  enough to be in his company, you
exhibited special service to his dio- Ferrari as his elderly parents, despite feel that he has all the time in the

cese, and Reverend Ferrari was health issues were able to attend. world to share with you. | would say
given that honor in November, 2009, Making this event ever more poign- that Msgr. Ferrari has met his boyhood
however, this new title has not ant and emotionally charged, is that ideal of what a priest should be.
changed his wor k thecbhsdich wds ¢he mace ofihjs pdo-

description. o ent sé6 wedding 60 year s ag dolaes Matzer



