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ANevsl etter Rl i shed by Sacred Heart Pari sh #Min Sreet South, P.Q Box 686 ¢ Sout hbury, CT 06488

Sewardshiplnitiative Lhderway

i nthe comng nont hs as we | aunch our two-year
Archdi ocesan Parish SevardshipInitiative The
di ctionary defi nes st evardshi p as “the individual’ s respon-
sibilityfor sharinghisor her tine, taent andnateria
possessi ons i nthe servi ce of God and of the benefit

Ste\l\ardshi pisatermyou’ re going to hear frequently

shiplnitiativeisanopportunity for al of ustotakesteps
forvard t onard becomng better Christian stevar ds.
Thesecondgift isthegift of our uniqueta ents. Al of
us haveskillsandabilitiesthat stand out and can be put
to good use w thin our church comunity. Aswththe

of a | nanki nd. ” Considering this definition, the
obvi ous questionis: Arewe neetingthis responsi -
bilityinou dalylives?

Sevardshipisnot aproject or programt hat
gathersalot of attentionat theoutset onlytofade
over thehori zonafter aninitia burst of energy.

Nor isit afund-raising canpai gn organi zed by the
church as anot her net hod t o i nprove fi nances.
Sevardshipisdeeply personal andspiritua . Bang
aCristianstevardis alifestyl e cho ce we nake
that departs fromour current culture andits enpha-
sisonnateriali smand acqui ri ngweal th, and f ocuses
insteadonsel f.

The i sti an st ewar dshi p concept hol ds that al |
we are and ever yt hi ng we have are gi fts from@Gd,
and suggest s that ve have been gi venthree g fts,

vihi ch are syniol i c of thethree gifts presented by
theMg a Qrist’sbirth.

Thefirst gftisthedgft of our tine Intoday’s
busy worl d, we just don’t seem to have enough
tine and often, vol unteeringtinewth our church
doesn’ t make the priority list. Be honest with yourself:
i s there enough tine? Thi nk about peopl e we knowwho
al vays seemtohavetinetovol unteer. It isoftenthe
busi est peopl e who consi stently conmit noretingin
servicetotheir church and conmunity. Gving of our
ti ne shoul d be an ongoi ng cormt nent where we tithe
back to God sone of the tine He has gi ven us. Perhaps
ve need to be nore avare of the “tine wasters” in our
livesandredirect thistinetonore neani ngful purstits.
I nstead of wat chingtel evision, try donatinganhour or so
aweek to one of the many mnistries of Sacred Heart
Church. Your active participationinour Pari sh Sevard

The new'y forned Pari sh S evardshi p Conmit t ee net recently t o nap out
stevardshipintiaivegod sfar ScredHeart. Rcturedfram eft torigt:
Jeanne Kauf nan, Bob Lol seau, Jean Brickey, Fr. Mrk Hynn, Tony D2l Negro,
Chai rnan, Cave Francke and JimGady. Absent fromphoto are: Mri se Jung,
Jane Santopietro, Mrk Tidgeel | andNck Idi.

givingof our ting, enployingour talentsfor the good of
othersisnot aone-tineevent. Gristianstevards give
fredyof ther tdentstoathersinneed. | 'mquite sure the
pari shi oners of Sacred Heart cover the full spectrumof
talents that can neani ngful |y benefit our parishandthe
communi ty at | arge in nunerous ways. Wiat are you good
at? Wiat do you | i ke to do? Howcan t hese contri but e?
Thethirdgift isthegift of treasure. | knowwvhat

peopl e say: “The Church is always asking us for money.
Wly can’ t T just attend Sunday Mass without being both-

(conti nued onpege 2)



S ewar dshi p

(corti nued fromcover)

ered about noney al | the tine?”

Thereisapractical ansver: it takesa
| ot of noney torunaparish, perhaps

norethanwereaize Adnittedy, it
isnot easy toneet the expenses of
o dailylives. Risingafamlyis

costly. Hvingagoodplacetoliveis

not cheap. Food pri ces a ways seem
toberising Svherewl| theextra
noney cone fromto give tothe
church? G ving back to the Lord
should shareahighpriorityinyour
fannly budget. Yes, perhapswew ||

havetosacrificeother things oncein
avhile dinner out, anovie, buying
a@ But ve can nake t hese sacrifi ces

wthout negl ectingthe necessities of

life, andas aresult cannake areturn
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totheLordfor the nany gifts He has
best owed upon us.

Hopef ul I'y you have | ear ned a
littlenore about stevardship. “We
nust realizethat weareal givena
fewshort years on G@d’ s Earth to

Youild up the Kingdom.’ Sharing your
bl essings by beingabetter Qristian
Sevardwll nakethisworldjust a
littlebeter.”
Athony T. Dl Negro
Sevardshiplnitiative Gai rnan

Gont enpor ary S ewar dshi p

Wiat cane tonindas | was thinking about this ar-

Ste\/\ardsﬁ pisavordrarely usedinour soci ety today.

ticlewereal thegifts,

spritud andnateria, that ve have
hereat thefaith coomunity of S
cred Heart.

| thought about what St. Paul
woteinlQrinthians 12:4-6. H
saidthat thereared fferent kinds
o spritud gftshu thesanespirit;
therearedfferent forns of service
but the sane Lord; therearediffer-
ent worki ngs but t he sane Gd who
produces a | of themi n everyone.

Inessence, vhat S. Paul i s say-
ingisthat oneandthe sane spirit
produces d | of thesegifts, dstrib-
uting to each person as He w shes.
Hwever, these giftsarenot ours
tokeep. They aretobe sharedwth
one anot her to do the work of Gd.
These giftsandta ents can be used
accordingtothe needs of our

church. For instance, adentist coudoffer todoroutine
checkups for ki ds who ot herw se coul d not af f ord t hem

Grpenters, painters and general handynen coul d of f er
their servicestodorepair work or nai nt enance around

t he church. Ve can be st evar ds of
our churchgrounds wthour gifts
of gardeni ng and | andscapi ng.

Rerhaps the greatest g ft we can
share i nvol ves the yout h of our
parish. Saringour tineandta -
ents w th t hemcan be t he essence
of our faith conmunity: the
young peopl e of our parishare
thefuture, thetwenty-first century
generationwhow || continueto
liveinour conmunity and wor-
shipat Sacred Heart.

Mybe thisw !l hel p shed
sone | ight onwhat stewardship
wll bedl about inthenewnl-

[ enni um V¢ have an obligationto
useour tineandta entstobetter
our livesandthelives of our

nei ghbors. Miybe we can gi ve
Qd that much and sharew th
others what He has bl essed us wth.

Paul a Vaghi
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Are You S ymed?

liketheword “stymied.” I like

the way it sounds when you
pronounceit. | ’mtaken with its
neani ng. Vebster /s Dictionary
defi nes stymed as “to present an
obstacleto, or standintheway
of . 7 These days, I find that there
are nany situations that cause ne
t 0 becone st ynied.

| inmedi ately think of afriend
wthaninpressivepositiona a
| arge corporation. He conpl a ned
that hi s conpany vas forever send ng
hi mt o wor kshops and synposi uns
designedto hel phimassi st his
conpany i nbetter neetingits
goal s, increasi ng productivity ad
enhanci ng product quality. Hs
conpl ai nts were not about the
wor kshops. He was exci t ed about
what helearned, but hefelt intin-
dat ed when he r et ur ned because
vhat helearnedat the semnars
ran counter toeverything his com
pany did. Hewas afraidtotalk
about these concepts for fear that
he woul d be seen as aniinstigator.
And si nce nany of hi s newi deas
and appr oaches had not al ways
beenvel | receivedinpast, he
sinpl y kept qui et. He becang so
intimdatedthat after awilehe
di dn’t even pay much attention to
vhat he heard at seminars and
conferences unlessit fit wthwnat
t he peopl e around hi mwanted to
hear. Hewas stynied by vhy he vias
encouragedto attend t hese pro-
grans and t hen di scour aged from
putingthe rinsigitsinopractice

Qr livesaredftenlikethis. Vé
learnagreat nany things. Sience
presents uswthdata, andthe
Internet exposes ustonoreinfor-

7

nat i on t han we coul d possi bl y hope
toabsorb. Qur faithtells us sone
very essentia things about howto
rel aetoeachother and vihat ve need
todotobefathfu folomersd Qrist
inanotherwseunfa thful world And
vwegooff andliveasif we never
heardor believedavordof it.

Asapriest, | oftenfindnyse f
stymed by Gd’ s people and have a
probl emcomng to grips w th what
theybelievefathisredlyabou.
Fithisagft just aslifeitsdfisa
gift. Vé knowthat we needto grow
and devel optolive successful |y and
conmit oursel ves to a process t hat
never red |y ends, and that we can’t
exenpt our sel ves fromour |ives for
aday or afewweeks andenter intoa
brief retirenent. Fathisjust the
sane. V& can’ t say we believe for the
55 mnut es we spend at Mass on
Sunday and not put that faithinto
practicefor the other sixdays. V&
needtokeepinmndthat Jesus did
not spend nuch ti ne t eachi ng us what
todoinchurch. Instead, He taught
us howtolive onceveleaveit.

I's our experience of churchlike
that of ny stymed friendwo | earned
one thing and vent back tothe of fice
to do another? Are ve i ncreasi ngly
intinndatedhbytheprevailing senti-
nents of the soci ety inwhi chwe
| i ve—a society that is so counter-
cutural townet fath presents—that
ve are apat hetic tovhat we see and
hear ? Do we fi nd our sel ves doi ng
littleor nahingtoincorporatefaith
inodalylife?lf vearetoput faith
intoactionrather thansinplyintoa
tineslot inour |ives, thenwe nust
redizeonething Jesustellsusnare
about natters of publicrnorality than

wion

s

He does about so-cal | ed private
norality. He speaks about a com
mtnent of our [ivesthat centers
on forg veness, focuses on nonvi o-
lence, andlooks at justiceinterns
of howevery hunanbei ngistreated
Inshort, Jesustells uswat our
jobis: totake care dof oneancther.
Thisisour nost i nportant jobafter
ve | eave Miss, and i s a conmit nent
that goes beyondour 9-to-5j abs.

| guesstherew!| al vays be
situationsthat wll | eave each of
usalittlestynied. But for us nen
and vwonen of faith, we can never
a l owoursel ves tobeintinndat ed.
Wiat we aretoldinprivate we
need t o procl ai mf romt he house-
tops. There shoul d be not hi ng
private or anonynous about this
fathcaledQristianty. V& have
beeng ftedwthlives of ta ent and
aility, adwthfath Qrist prompts
ustoshare our gifts. Mybe ve
need to commit oursel ves anewt o
sharinglife, enhancinglife heding
thelifeof soneone e se, andin
doi ng so, toknowthat we are
redlylivingtheg ft of Hsstevards.




hisfal, SacredHeart wil bear
Tasadbut proudfarevel | toone
of itsnost acconplishedandtal -
ent ed young pari shi oners, Joseph
Ackl ey. Joseph, who graduat ed
fromPonperaug H gh School this
past June as the ¢l ass’ s valedicto-
rian, wll soonleave Southbury to
attend Dartnouth @l legein
Hanover, New Hanpshi re.

[t isnosurprisethat Cartnouth
(and severa other cd | eges) vanted
Josephtojointheir student body.
H s acconpl i shnent s ar e nany,
and they refl ect awde variety of
inerests. Academcally, Joseph
has a vays excel | ed (he vas a so
val edi ctorian of his Mnoria
Mdd e Shool cl ass) and has al -
vays taken hi s studi es seriously.
“I never had to tell him twice to
do hi s honework, ” said his
mot her, Mary Kor su, who has
vorked at the parishrectory for
the past 10years. “In fact, I often
hadtotell himtolay off the
booksfor alittlevhile ”

Joseph’ s studies and academic
tal ent nerited hi mnany Ponper -
aug H gh School avards. Inhis
junior year, hewas awardedthe
Harvar d Book Pri ze (for overal |
achi evenent), the Bausch & Lonb
Anard for i ence, the Xerox
Avard for Hinanities and the
Aliance Francais (for beingthe
topovera | Frenchstudent). Asa
senior, inadditionto bei ng naned
va edi ctori an Joseph earned the
MCarthy Prizein Chemstry and
G aduat e Anards i n Excel | ence for
French, BEnglish, Mithenatics and
Scid Sudes.

Joseph, however, is norethan
nere acadenncs. Hsfirst criteria

for choosingacol | egevasits com
mtnent tothe personal growhof its
student body. The col | ege’s academic
programvas hi's second priority.
I ndeed, Joseph’ s well-roundedness
i sbest reflectedinhis nany ot her
achi evenents. Heis an acconpl i shed
French horn pl ayer, havi ng pl ayed
w t h Ponper aug H gh School ’ s Con-
cert Bandandthe el i te Norval k
Yout h Synphony. He was al so an
Al-Satevocaist and anenfoer of
Ponper aug’ s chorus and Select Sing-
ersgrowp. Josephisa soata ented
pianist, aninterest that he pursues on
hisowntine

S nce second grade, Joseph has
been a nenfber of t he Boy Scouts, an
organi zationthet hisfatherintidly
got imnterestedinjanng Recertly
Joseph attai ned the rank of Eag e
Scout, vhichhe call's hi s proudest
acconpl i shnent. “It means a lot to
ne t o becone an Eagl e Scout, ” said
Joseph. “It was one of the hardest
tasks that | have ever hadtoful fill—
nuch har der than anythi ng that |
have ever hadto do academcal ly. ”

Joseph has a so been an acti ve
nenier of this Sacred Heart pari sh
communi ty. He was baptized at an
Eoster Mgl nassin198l, andrecei ved
his first conmuni on and confi rna-
tionat Sacred Heart as wel . Joseph
has beenan a tar server since second
grade and areader sincetenth grade.
Asointenthgrade, Josephjoinedthe
Gonmuni cations Cormittee, witing
aticesfor FomThe Heart. “T anso
gladthat Josephhas gromupin
Sacred Heart /s faith cammunity, ”
sai d Mry. “This, combined with his
fani |y upbringi ng, has gi ven hi ma
sol i d foundati on fromwhi chto set
forthonhis newventure. Heisa

Spotlight on Youth

Young Pari shi oner Has Acconpl i shed Mich

st udent who doesn’ t compromise
hiscowictionsor hisfath. Joseph
knows what he t hi nks and what he
feel s—and he is not swayed from
that. Tiswl| becone increas-
ingyinportant as heis exposed
to nany aspects of the ca | ege
envi ronnent .

Despite hi s many awar ds and
acconpl i shrent's, Joseph renai ns
huntl e about histal ents and gifts.
“I'm the cheerleader, the one mak-
ingall thena se, ” said Mary. “He
just liveshislifevery uessumng y,
and | don’t think that he realizes
thefu | inpact of vhat he’s done.”
Joseph’ s own statements reflect
thishumlity, and he gives mich
of thecredit for hi s acconpli sh
nentstohis parents. “My parents
have enalednetodoall of this.
They have al ways been very sup-
portive of ne, and | can never
t hank t hemenough for that . ~

“Can it get any better?” Mary
says proud y of her son. “It's just
been one good thing after anct her.

(continued onpege 5




Adourney inRaithto S ewardshi p

They are happy whose lifeis bl angl ess; who fol lowGd’ s law!

They are happy wvhodo Hs w l |,

y journey of faith has been
characterized by the sl ow

M but gr ow ng awar eness of

ny personal responsibilityinbeinga
Qristian. As anadol escent, ny fam
i1y hustlednea nost per forceto
veekl y Miss. Incol | ege, though, |
fell inlovewthQrist andentered
therdigouslife vherel amadl
vas perceivedas livingthe Ril e

perfectly andhappi |y andfull'y.

Then, | sufferedal oss of faithand
absent ed nysel f fromthe Church—a
dyadsteriletine

Pai nful ci rcunst ances for ced ne
tolookto@d. Initidly, persondl
prayer, thedaly chantingof thelit-
urgy of the Hurs and dai | y Mass
nurt ured ny personal rel ationship
wthour Lord Jesus.

Anot her change t ook pl ace. As
Crist did | realizedtha providing

seekingHmwththeir hearts.

(1Jom5: 3

caring and | ovi ng assi st ance was
indeedthetruercad of faith. Asa
Gristianl hadthejoy of di scover-
i ng st evar dshi p.

To ne stewardshi pi s the shari ng
of @d’s love for me with others:
ny tine, nytal ents, ny energy,
ny noney.

Jean M Hor der

For Vonen Only
enarea lowedtoreadthi s articl eno penalty—

M but they nust skip attendance at an upconing
Sacred Heart program no natter howgood it

sounds. (Aclerical cdlar nay get you admttanceif it has

the support of Hly Gders.) Noreval utionis being

hat ched, just agrace-filledactivity for wonenonly.

The neeti ng’ s agenda presumes open hearts, open
minds and open di scussi on, gui ded by the noderator to
vays of sensi bl e acti on. That wonen have speci al needs is
avel | -knoan fact. Take that fact andfindanagendato
address it and you have aw nni ng program Sacred
Heart ’ s Women Only weekly fellowship. The group’s
programwr aps around prayer, a B bl e passage gernane t o
the neeti ng’ s weekly theme and participation by all. In-
vol venent i s conpl ete: each facet of asubject is openly
discussedinturnby al the attendees.

Young Pari shi oner
(conti nued f rompege 4)

Joseph has a very good f ut ure ahead of hi m and we hope
that God continues to bl ess hi m” For Joseph, with his
inellect, nanyta ents, willingnesstowork hardandhi s
faithin God, conbinedwth the continued encour agenent
of hisparents andthe prayers of his Sacred Heart famly,
the future seens very bright i ndeed.

Sd lieRak

The i dea was
introducedto S
cred Heart by
Lynn Ti dgwel I .
Ater attendinga
sinilar program
she was i nspi red
toplanfor one at
our parish. Wth Y=o L
thea55|stance0fthreellkermndedconpanlons Laura
Mar chi onna, Kat hl een QGentke and M cki Vil sh, the
first program on sel f-esteem wvas | aunched. Ten wonen
attended thefirst sessiontwo years ago.

It caught on! Sone of the thenes that fol | oved: Gl -
ebratingLife, Vénen of the Qd Testanent, Lord, | Vént
to KnowYou, Traina Mm V@l k and Not G ow Véary.
The day sessi on has had 100 parti ci pants; the evening
sessi onruns roughl y hal f that nunier. Day careis pro-

vi ded for the norni ng neeting: threevo unteers carefor
the children sotheir nons nay have an hour and a hal f
for ninterruptedparticipetion

Gnsult thebul letinfor the next session. Mrriagewl |
be the topi ¢ i n Januar y—a great topic for the millennium.
Wiet her you’ re in it, out of it, planning for it or dreaming
about it, conediscussit at the next neeting. Renenfoer:
you have the qual i fi cationfor attendance-the right gene!

Shei | a MicDonal d



AFanily of Faith

ynn Ti dgwel | and her husband Mirk have livedin

Sout hbury for 11 years, and have rai sed four chil -

dren: Dan (15), Tom(14), Gonor (10), and Kell eigh
(9. Their faithisanessentid part of their famlylife

Lynn began teachi ng rel i gi ous educa
ti on when Danwas i n ki ndergarten. She
cotinuestol ovethis mnistry, nowteach
ing ninthgraders, andwouldliketo
conti nue sharing her faithwth Sacred
Hart s youth even after they are confinred.

Lynn’ s teaching ministry eventually
hel ped her red i zethat fai th sheri ng mght
takealesstraditional forum About tvo
years ago, Lynn founded Vénen Qnly,
aweekl y fel | owshi p gat hering of about
65 wonen who neet to pray, share and
encourageoneanather inther faithjour-
ney, primarily through applying
Sriptures toeveryday situations.

Lynnwas al so el ected t o the Sacred
Heart Parish Gouncil. Nowin the sec-
ond year of her three- year term Lynne’s

primary interest has been Youth Social TeTidyls: pauedfrat iskdledy

Activities. Hr experience onthe coun
cil todate has been an enj oyabl e one,

she reports, worki ngwth a dynanic and di ver se group of

peri shi oner's.

Mst recently, Lynnwas asked by Father H ynn t o becone
aBcharistic Mnister. Initiallygreat!ly hunbl ed by the
honor, her preparationfor therol e has | ed her toa deeper
under st andi ng of the Body and B ood of Christ. She now

ndd e Lynn, Gxnor and Hel en (Mrk’s
not her) and rear Mrk, Tomand Dan.

and she soon hopes to nini ster to the honebound as vel | .
Lynn’ s faith and active participation inmany ministries

nakes for a busy schedul e when coupl ed wth rai si ng f our

children But shehasfoundthat the bl essings far outvei gh

the sacrifices. Se has founda “joy in
serving God by serving others, ” she
SayS. “God has asked me to do many
things and | woul dn’ t dare say no to
H m " she notes. “However, once you
say yes, Qd takes over and nakes it
work. | amjust aninstrunent inHs
hands. ”” She also notes that striking a
bal ance i s no easy natter. “You rust
knowyour |imts, ” says Lynne, adding
that “wy first ministry ismy family.”

It nost beverkingfor theTidvel I s,
since serving G@dand othersis begin-
ningtorudf ontherest of thefanly.
Dan has been areader for about three
years and @nor istrainingtobean
Atar Server. Lynn’s husband Mark has
recent|y been asked by Fat her Hynnto
jonthe Sevardship Gnmtteeandis
eaE toget started

The Tidgvel | s are a fi ne exanpl e

of aGthaicfamlylivingadsharingtheir faithasthey

experiencethejoysandtribul ations of life AsLynnsays,

thei r success?

sees this nini stry as a “gift to give ocut Christ to others,”

“we should use our gifts for the good of others.” How to
findthetine? “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and all
elsefadlsintopl ace ” she notes. And who could argue with

R ch S ephens

Rreparing for a @ncert

sl reflect ontheMsic NI stry’s

preparati onand recent perfor-

nance of Haydn’s Qeation, |
reaizethat thework actual |y began a
I ong tine ago: January 1998, when |
tookthetinetorelearnall the voca
parts and famliari ze nysel f wththe
orchestration Ater thoseprepardiams,
| beganto go over the concepts for
the orchestration of the ant hens and
therehearsal for thechord partswth
the perforners.

Asthechar | earnedthe conpositi ams,
nany other details hadtobetakencare
of: contacti ngthe nusi ¢i ans, choosing
soaists, printingtickets andprogans
and, of course, planingareception
adod eraiond me dter thecaveart.

Wt h the hel p and st ewar dshi p of
agroup of dedicatedindividud s, the
entireprocess, athoughtiring, was
conpl eted, and t he concert was hel d.
| daresay | never heard achurch
chai r sound so nagni fi cent.

6

The Yout h Choral e, the Adul t
Choi r and t he nusi ci ans fromt he
Vit er bury Synphony wor ked t o-
gether for tworehearsals. In
rehearsal's, the groups nust cone
toget her to achi eve anusi cal and
enotional sound. Thisiswherea
conductor real |y has towork. He or
she nust conmuni cat e t echni cal
nusi cal i deastothe orchestra, refine

(conti nued on page 7)



(neert
(conti nued f rompage 6)

and bl end t he voi ces, and t hen add energy iscaptured
the nusi cal finessetocreateaseem and harnessed i nto
ingyeffortless program afind concert

| generallytapethefirst rehearsd product. Inthe
so | can “hear” the entire effect and case of Haydn’s
t hen nake any changes for the next Cedion theprad

renearsd. Inafimd rehearsd, |

oftenval k avay fromthe stageto stand ng ovat i ors.
get the “audience sound,” or to hear | thrkit’s safeto
vhat the audi ence w || hear. Wten saythet dl the
| return, | nake corments and herd vork pai d of f.
adj ust nent s and we continue wth Grta e Donini .
therehearsd .

The day of the concert, tension JohnDulinalV

and ener gy are runni ng hi gh. That

uct resutedintvwo

Fhatoby Tracy Sud o

Q Gnthe Qurchref use Scranant s?

Bvery so often, soneone w || approach the Church
desi ringtorecei ve one of the sacranents, such as
bapti smor narriage. They equatetheir desireto
recei ve that sacranent wthwhat they al so con
Sider ther undeniaderight totakepart init.

Wt nost peoplefail toconsider isthat certain
canoni cal requi renents or di sposi tions nust bein
pl ace and certai n di ocesan prescri pti ons nust be
net. For instance, anindividual nust bearegis-
tered and partici pati ng nenter of the parish, and
inthe case of narriage, he or she nust produce
recordstoassurethat nooostaclestothevaidity
of the sacranent exist.

There aretines whenapersonis refusedthe
opport uni ty torecei ve a sacranent, but i n nost
casesthisdend israre A other tines, asacra
nent cannot be conferredin accordance wththe
i ndi vi dual s plans. Occasionally, a sacrament is
deferredrather than denied Intherecent past the
(hurch has chosen t o saf eguard t he nat ure of the
sacranent by first naki ng surethat individual s
under st and what the Churchteaches inregardto

avver inafuuerad dte.

Ask Father Flynn

their faith. Gten bapti sns are del ayed wen unregi s-
tered or newpari shi oners approach the church. Mrriage
preparations nust beful filled, and nuptial nasses can
be deni ed to coupl es viho | i ve t oget her bef ore getti ng
narried. Additionally, athoughind vidua s nght
desire to have a sacranent conferredin another parish
for persona, sentinental, or conveni ence pur poses,
thisisnever alonedwthout pernissi onfromt he past or
of theparishinvhichtheind vidual s areregistered
Many peopl e seemto think that they shoul d be
abl e to dowhat they want to do and howt hey want to
doit. Wfortunately, thisisnot the case. Soneone
recentlytoldnethat | neededto “loosen up and get
wthit,” to get with the times and accept things as
soci ety accepts them As apriest, | amboundto up-
hol d the prescri ptions presented i n canon | awand by
t he Archbi shop of our di ocese. Unfortunately, there
aretines when denia or even defernent i s seenas
rejection. Wt isrealysadisthat innaest cases,
rej ectionoccurred even before the i ngui ry vas nade,
by the very i ndi vi dual s who wer e naki ng, or in song
cases denandi ng, the sacranent.

If youhaveaquestionabout your faith, sedit tothe @rnonicati oos @mmitteeincared thereday adva chfar the
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