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here was atine not too | ong
T ago when adul t converts
cane into the Church

t hrough t he back door, asit were.
No trunpets bl ew no announce-
nent s vere nade; silently they
j oi ned the congregation. G course
their famliesre o ced, but | ongtine
Gathol i cs pai d no heed to t hese
new nenbers. They just noved
over inthe pew

Al thischangedastheresut of an
action taken by the Second Vati can
Qounci | on January 6, 1972—the
revisionandrestorationof theearly
liturgical andfornational process of
Qristianinitiation. The revanped
Rteof QristianInitiationof
Adults (RO A), which was nan-
dat ed for use on Septener 1, 1988,
sought torestoreavisionaf Gris-
tian cormunity that had been
at the core of the early Church.
Sacred Heart, awaysinthefore

front, was quicktoenracetherite.
In 1984, four years before the 1988
nandate, the RJ Awas fornal |y
instituedinour parish

How does t he RO Awork? It
needs two el enents: potential con-
verts and pari shi oners who are
filledwththeSoirit adwlling
t o make an enor nous comm t nent
intineand effort. Vi have such
peopl e at Sacred Heart. Fat her
H ynn provi des t he candi dat es,
sone even fromot her pari shes t hat
do not have this program Under
hi s gui dance, the | ay neners of
the RO Ateami npl ement the
teachi ng process, vhi ch | eads t he
candi dates to conpl ete entry into
the Churchat the Easter M gil .

The process has fi ve st ages:
(1) the precat echunenat e, ateachi ng
stage of introduci ng Gospel val ues;
(2) the catechunenate, thetine at
wvhi ch the candi dates fornal |y enter

R3 Al ay t eamnentoer s (count ercl ockw se): Paul Donnel |y, Li nda G oves,
SePdna, MryHlenMQail, and Serry Rancourt wth Father Hynn.

intothe programand signify their
intentionto enbrace Githolicism
(3 theRted Hection thedaythe
candi dat es are recei ved by the

bi shop; (4) cel ebrationof the Rtes
of Acceptanceand Initiation ad

(5) nystagogi a, the period of

post bapti snal cat echesi s after

East er, when the newGat hol i cs
experiencethecall toserviceinthe
Church. Throughout t he process,
each candi dat e works wi th a spon-
sor who provi des both i nstruction
and const ant support. Sponsors
bond wi t h t he candi dat es and sone-
tines even becone godparents to
their charges.

Qur five-star ROAlay team
consi sts of | eader Li nda G oves and
vet eran sponsor s Paul Donnel 1y,
Sherry Rancourt, Sue Pal na, and
Mary Bl en MQuai | . They neet
w t h t he candi dat es every Tuesday
eveni ng fromQct ober until Easter
and al so acconpany t he candi dat es
a Mss (thsisinaddtiontoatend ng
Mass on thei r own), | eadi ng themin
reflectionand di scussi on once t hey
are dismssed after the Frayer of the
Fai thful . Add up the hours, and you
can see what atotal conmtnent in
tinethismnistry requires of Linda,
Paul, Sherry, Sue, and Mry Blen.

Li nda G oves, who i s respon-
sibefor theinstructiona content
of the ROAprogram caneto
Sacred Heart in1988. Thiswfe
and not her of two was school ed i n

(conti nued on pege 2)
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Gonnect i cut, where she becane a
teacher. Invol venent inparishlife,
particularly inthe Bxtend-a- Hind
mmttee, ledLindatoenroll ina
nast er ' s program at St. Joseph’s and
enbar k on a second career in pas-
toral counseling. She nowworks as
a gui dance counsel or and a t heol ogy
teacher at the Ganterbury School
inNewMIford. Weninvited by
Father Hynntobe apart of the

RJ Aninistry, she eagerly accepted
the chal I enge. Li nda al so serves as a
euchari stic nmini ster.

Paul Donnel ly, anative of Brook-
l'yn, New York, began attendi ng
Sacred Heart asapart-tine M| 1 age
resi dent 20 years ago. For the past
12 years he has been a euchari stic
mnister, and vhen heretired as a
siteadmnistrator for Awrican
Express 4 years ago, hejoinedthe
RO Ateam Paul wel coned this
call, bringingtohis assignnent as
afacilitator both know edge and
ki ndness.

Sherry Rancourt is aconvert to
Gat hol i ci sm \Men she narri ed her
husband, a Gathol i ¢, she consi dered
joiningthe Church. Instructi onwas
not avail abl e at the tine, however,
and the nonent passed. Sherry
sawal | four of her childrenthrough
ODcl asses, but it was only when
her youngest started religi ous
instructionthat shefelt an unms-
takabl e cal | toconversion. Ater
goi ng t hrough t he RO A program
at Sacred Heart, she was soon re-
cruited by Father Hynntojointhe
team Sherryisa soaeucharistic
mni ster and a nenber of the
Ext end- a- Hand Comm t t ee.

SQePanmatellsastorysinlar to
Sherry’s. She too married a Catho-
lic. Asacommtted Epi scopal i an,
however, Sue di d not even consi der
conversionat thetineof her nar-
riage. Even though she was an

activeparticipant inperishlife, it
was not until thelast of her three
childrenenrol ledin QDcl asses
that shewas inspiredtoreviewher
religious state and enter our ROA
program beconing part of the team
shortly thereafter. She has a so con
tributed greatlyinother areas of the
pari sh-as a cat echi st, as chai rperson
of the V¢l coming and Hospitality
Gmmttee, andasfacilitator of the
1994 Synod pari sh heari ngs.

Mary Hlen MQuail isthe
t eant s newest member. She was
bornin NewYork, where she at -
tended Gathol i ¢ school s, mnori ng
intheo ogy at college. Sherai sed

intochurchwork. Mry B en par-
ticipatedin Extend-a-Hand and
was €l ected to the Pari sh Gunci |,
servingasits president during her
thirdyear. Because of her specia
interest inthe RIAmnistry, she
askedtojoinit. MryHlenis nost
enthusi astic about thespiritua re a
tionshipthat builds betweenthe
t eamnenber s and t he candi dat es;
shebdievesthat the Juirit’s presence
surrounds thei r sessi ons, overpover-
i ngand gui di ng the process.

The t eam-campetent, caring,
consi derate, andGthalic. It’sa
Sacred Heart nonent !

her fam |y in New own, then Shei | a McDonal d
noved t o Heritage M | - Rﬂ.

| age four years ago,
plungi ngri ght

-

Good

He hung fromatree

L.}

eSS

= | day

Till thehour of three,

Qur Savior and Lord, Jesus Cri st.
Day had turned dark |i ke t he ni ght
As HesufferedHs plight,
Afatethat Sriptureforetol d. ‘
Then breathing Hs very | ast si gh, o
HecalledtoHs Father on high,
AdgaveupHsspirit for all.
Theveil of thetenplethentore,
Eart h quaki ng | i ke never before,

.t

el

As Hs mission didconetoan end.

A thefoot of that hi deous cross,

The wonen st ood nourni ng their | oss,
Theloss of their teacher and friend,
Wii | e the centurion, whenit was done,
Real i zed thi s i ndeed was God’ s Son,
Qur Savior and Lord, Jesus Qi st.

GradneC Fox
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(ust odi an of the

nthelate 1980s, when Sacred Heart ’ s RCIA pro-
| gramwas still initsinfancy, Edward Gonst ock,

a bapti zed but nonpracti ci ng Mt hodi st, accept ed
Fat her Hynn’s offer to learn aoout the Mathalis faith
Aforner carpenter, El, who has ser\
our custodial engineer sincethe “nev
church was consecratedin 1989, is
responsi bl e for t he nai nt enance
andfineupkeepof theparishfacilities
that we have al | becone accust oned t

Wi [ e Ed did not choose to conver

to Gat hol i ci smwhen he and Mary na
riedat . Joseph’s in Darbury, he
promsed tobringuptheir childreni
the Gtholicfaith Later, vhen Bl's
ol dest son becane an altar boy, he
deci ded to act on Mrry’s suggestion t
attend Mss to see Edward Jr. serve.
Himed ately felt drcammtothereli-
gion, continuingtoattend Miss wth
Mry andtheir four childrenfor near
a decade. Ed was such aregul ar at
Mass t hat many pari shi oners whomhe

Qr canera-shy custodi a eng neer!

h

had cone t o knowt hought he was a CGathol i ¢, but one
who, for song reason, never recei ved t he Euchari st.
S nce hi s conversionten years ago, B, al so an usher
at theSturday Mgil, has

found i nner strength from
his faith, wich hel ped him
opewththedeaths of his

i ents in My and August of

. Asanonlychild, the burden
>eeventsfell heavily on B’ s
s, but the support he recei ved
er Hynnand hiswfe, Mry,
cmnister and areader,

t hrough and even furt her
I'hisfaith. Today Ed vi ens
toenter the RJAprogram
1steadily evol ve over the
rningpoint inhislife ade
ai ned hi mbot h per sonal 1y and
nes and i n bad.

R ch S ephers

Véekend w t h t he Boys

i th the encour agenent of Bob MGarry, |
W signedupfor ny first weekendretreat in 1992
Bei ng a newconvert tothe Gathalic faith,
however, | was sonewhat apprehensi ve about goi ng.
M mndwas full of stories|’dheard about the strict
nuns who had taught at parochia school's, and so |
i nagi ned getting a dose of doctrineinan unflinching,
heavy- handed manner. Most of thetine, | figured,
| 7d be on my knees praying-a bit worrisome for me, as
| still didn’t knowmy prayers by heart. Bob poch-poched
all thisandassured ne | woul d enj oy t he weekend.

Bob and | and a fewot her Sacred Heart pari shi oners
arrivedat the Hly Famly Passi oni st Retreat Center in
Vést Hartford on Friday evening, where we were joi ned
by about 150 nen fromot her Gonnecti cut pari shes.
Ater alight supper andanorientation, Father Terry
Kristof ak, the center’s director, introduced himself and
the other nenbers of theteam Ve |istenedtoatalk
about the thene of theretreat and thenwent tothe
chapel for aninpressive prayer service. The ni ght
ended wi t h an eveni ng snack.

Saturday began with a #
nor ni ng servi ce—prayer, read-
ings, and a honily having to
dowththeretreat thene—fol-
loved by abiglreakfast. Ater ;#it
thefirst tak, wichdedt wth g
howthe thene rel ated to one’s
personal spirituality, | found
nysel f gettingintothe reasoning behindthe retreat and
vas actua lyenjoyingit.

Wat happened next real |y i npressed ne. During a
reconci | iationservice, vhichl had a ways thought of as
aface-to-face neetingwthapriest, wewere askedto
write down our sins, cone forwardto seek forgiveness,
and then burn these “sins” in a fire. Lines of men talk-
ingsoftlytothepriest andaddingtheir “sins” to the
spirad of snokevastrulyinspiring Ater another | ec-
tureand | unch, wevere giventhe optioneither to
attend arosary service or to spend sone qui et tine.

(conti nued on pege 4)
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(conti nued frompege 3)

| wasn’ t much on the rosary, but I
participated, figuingit vas part of
Church. Ve spent therest of the
afternoon i n workshops, di scussi ng
topi cs such as nal e sexual i ty, the
effect of our beliefsinour daily
lives, and the Gspel s. The evening
began wi th the Eucharist, fol | oned
by di nner, nore wor kshops, and
find |y vespers.

Sunday started of f nuch the
sane as Sat ur day—with a prayer

service, breakfast, adalecture.
The Mass that fol | oned was very
specia . Agroup of singersanda
nunber of nusi ci ans who pl ayed
flutes, guitars, druns, andvidins
had vol unteeredtheir talents for the
service. Theentireretreat team
alongwthnany of theretreatants,
participatedintheliturgy. M only
di sappoi nt nent was that | had not
beento dabout thetraditiona
dress—jacket and tie. I was not

al one, hovever, as afewothers
vere al so weari ng sweat shirts. Sir-
i ts wvere highas the service ended
and we vent onto our fina brunch.

Sncethet first retreat, | have
attended five ot hers. Each has been
alittled fferent, but al have been
equal |y sati sfying. Haingaplace
l'ikethe Hly Famly Passi oni st
Retreat Center isagift tothe Gtho
l'ics of Gnnecticut. Mre of us nen
fromSacred Heart shoul d accept
thiswonderful gift. Inaginethe
sense of community it woul d gi ve
us t o have 150 nen fromour parish
aorel If youthinkaretreat isfor
you, contact ne at 264- 0408, or cal |
Bob MGarry at 264- 9028.

Bnest E Snanberg

Ashes:. A Badge of Hbonor

new nter, about 15 years ago, ny fanly

thought it woul d be a good i dea to spend a

fewdays at Soring Lake, NewJersey, al so
known as the lrish Rviera | was not advised of the
pending trip, however, until acredit cardwas needed.

Not bei ng vacat i on season
yet, norental hones or ho-
telswereavailabl e, sothe
group deci ded that al ocal
bed- and- br eakf ast woul d
nor e t han suffice. The task
fell tony ddest son, Tonmy,

t o nake t he arrangenent s.

After settingeverything up,

he del i ghted i ni nf orning ne

that the bed-and-breakf ast ' s

proprietor, M. Burbage, had heard of us. | wasn’t sure if
that was good or bad.

It was Ash Védnesday. Ve al | piledintothe car,
arrivingat SoringLakeless thantwo hours later.
Shortly after wegot there, | turnedtony famly and
sai d “Let’smove it. St. Catherine’s is waiting for us.”
| hadnadeit afanly traditionthat we recei ve ashes
onthis, thefirst day of Lent, so, vacationor not, ve
veregoingtosticktonyrule

Seei ng Monsi gnor Mbore at the church, | vol un-
teered Paul and Tonmy to serve onthe al tar at
Sunday’ s Mass. The monsignor declined my offer, ad-
vising ne that the nunber of altar boysinthe parish
vas battalioninsize. | was di sappoi nted, and when ny
sons echoed ny feel i ngs—not that I'm naturally suspi-

Ci ous about ny sons’ piety-T suggested that they might
vant toinquire about the neani ng of crocodiletears
toseeif it appliedtotheir newsaintly conduct. | was
answer ed w th i nnocent stares.

Thenwe al | got inlinefor ashes—or so I thought.
Tormy and Laur en had di sap-
peared. Ater | ooking around, |
noti ced theminthe atri umand
started val ki ng back there. As
| approached, Tommy, antici-
pating what ever argunents | was
about tooffer, said, “You know,
thisisn’t even a holy day of
obl i gation. ” Lauren, in one
of therare nonents of her |ife,
actual |y agreed w th him “Nor

a sacranent, ” she chimed in.

“Penance, ” I blurted out. “Ashes remind us of pen-
ance. Are you so good and hol y and si nl ess that you
don’ t need to be reminded that God will call us one
day? It’s a sign that you’ re Catholic, and I'm proud that
| 'm Catholic. Perhaps upon reflection you’ 11 realize just
howfortunat e we are that Crist gave us the opport u-
nitytoreconcileourselveswthHm Bt it’sup to you.”

Later that day, whilel was gazingout over the Alan
ticwth ny youngest child, Sean, ny two miscreants
joinedus. | noticedthe ashes ontheir foreheads but
saidnothing. | just smledtonyself, thanking Gd and
thinking howtruly goodit istobeaparent.

Benni s McLaughl i n



Spotlig

Hoop, Hoop, Hoor ay!

szlcred Heart nowhas its very own boys’ bas-
ethal | team Founded by Gary Napol i, who
i s ably assi sted by coaches Tom\WI | i ans and
Dougl as Veterbury, it isinitsinitia season.
The team s 17 players—Fric Benson, Jim Butler,
BicHllriegel, J. R Jasinski, BEmt K nsella,
Jeff Mal eri, Sean MGowan, Jay Mkrut, Ryan
Mbran, Tony Pereira, Peter Rencsko, Mitt
Rnal di, Todd Sanuel son, A M Iladolid, Ryan
Vet er bury, Dan Vst uba, and Rob WI i ans—

ht on Yout h

arevery enthusi astic about thissportsactivity.

They practi ce Vednesday eveni ngs at Ponper aug

B enentary School and pl ay their ganes at

Vit er bury’ s Kennedy High School on Sunday after-
noons, but only if they have attended one of the
weekend Masses. Their opponents are the CYO
(CGatholic Youth Qrgani zation) teans inthe Geater
Vit er bury Deanery of the Archdi ocese of Hartford.
Arong t hose they have playedthus far are &. Thonas

the Apostl e in ford and God Shepherd i n Seynour.

Wi | e the pari shpays alot of theteanis expenses,
the boys al so contribute. Miybe we can even acquire
sone benef act or s!

Throughthis activity, the boys aretaught the val ue
of bot h hard work and t eanwmor k, and t hey have
devel oped a great conmadeshi p. Teenagers need this
intheir lives. Hghfivetothemal |, and Gd bl ess!
Agirls’ team, perhaps, down the line?

Gorge\echris

Pageant ry

he chi | dren and t eens of

Sacred Heart have nany
opportunities to becone in-
vol vedinparishactivities. Qe
of theseactivitiesistheQrist-
mas pageant, run by Janet
Bashar. This annual event reen
actsthe Nativity fromthe
appear ance of Gabriel to Mry
al thewaytothebirthof our
Savi or. The younger children
playtheparts of angdl s, travel ers,
and shepherds, and sone sing in
the choir. Theteens portray nar-
rators, innkeepers, kings, Mry,
Joseph, andthe angel Gabriel.
| vas anangel for afewyears, |
participatedinthe children’s
orchestrafor one year, andthen
| playedthe part of Mry.

| asked sone of ny friends
whoml had net at the pageant
what they | i ked about taki ng part
in orvatching, thelivingNativity.
Can A ccol i, one of the w se nen,
coment ed: “The Christmas pag-
eant was avery worthwhile activity.
It vasfuntoact out thepart of one
of the Three Kings, al though |
di dn’t talk.” Chris Tocco, the boy
who pl ayed Joseph, sai d: “The pag-
eant isagreat way to neet new
peopl einthe church, adit’sa
great experience.” Lynn Nagel, the
sol oi st who sang “Oh Holy Night,”
vol unt eered her poi nt of vi ewas
part of the audi ence: “The pageant
| ooked very nice, it was wel |l pre-
pared, and everyone did agreat j ob
projectingtheir voi ces wthout the

use of mcrophones. The actors
did awonderful job portraying
thebirthof Jesus. ”

By beinginthe Christnas
pageant, | caneto better under-
stand and appreci ate the true
neani ng of Qi stnas—the birth
of our savi or—and all of us who
participated were abl e to remnd
our fanlies andfriends of the
sigificanced thisspecid hdiday.

hrynHIis




Rhyme “yme

sol ve the puzzl es. —Gra dineC Fox
3. Veédding | i no

4. Good Friday food regi nen

L wF_

6. Just -acqui red chur ch seat

N =P

The answer to each definitionat 1. Cheer for Deacon Lavoi e
rignt isapair of rhyning words, N I
li ke “City Kitty” for “Urban Feline.” - T
Theinitid lettersaregvenfor dl 2. Ash \iédnesday no-no
but the easi est pair to hel p you E M

5. Festivecel ebrationat our parish
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