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Qur Pari sh Gunci |

rai sed wth the el ecti on of newnenbers. The
process gets nuch attention: candidates are

screened, votingtakes pl ace, andw nners are an
nounced. For nost parishioners, their dealingswththe
Parish Gounci | are over. The el ections are over: now
vhat ? |'s anyone curi ous about this body of believers
and doers? Wat isit that they do? | askedthis question
at astaff neetingof Fromthe Heart and was assignedto
witeanarticleansveringthese questions. (I knowsil ence
i s gol den—and that the route to gold will never be mine.)

Fornat i on of parish councils dates fromvaticanll,
speci fical |y the Decree onthe Apostol ate of the Laity,
promul gat ed Novenoer 18, 1965. It stated, inpart, that
“the laity too, share in the priestly, prophetic and royal
officeof Qrist andtherefore havetheir omnroleto
play inthe nmssion of thewhol e Peopl e of
Gd i nthe Church and the worl d. ” Work-
inginthe Apostol ate onthe cormunity
level istheparish, andassistingthe parish
priest inhisapostaicand nssi onary
undertakingi s the Parish Guncil .

Sacred Heart /s Parish Council consists
of 12 pari shi oners serving t hree-year
terns, wthonethirdof the council
repl aced yearly. The counci | nenbers
are a dedi cat ed group, peopl e of God
whousetheir ta entstoparticipateinthe
savi ng work of the Church. Toreinforce
that aspect of their work, they start the
year wtharetreat.

E ach year our awareness of the Parish Quncil is

communi ty. Al nenbers except for officers are a so
assi gned as observerstoone of thespecia ministriesin
the pari sh. They are expected to attend t he neeti ngs of
these groups as wel | as Parish Gounci | neetings and
report activity andplanningtothe Guncil. Bythis
bracel et of |inks, the Guncil andthe Pastor recei ve
nont hl y updates on Church activities. Inadditiontoall
thiswork, the group hosts a sensational brunchin Febru-
ary. Mrk your social ca endar!

I ncom ng Chai rper son Ed Sheeran suns it up when
he says, “Hopefully, we are a council that is supportive
of Father Hynn and our nany parish mnistries, and
responsi ve tothe needs of the entire parishfamly so
that each of us cancontinuetogrowinfaith.”

Shei | a MicDonal d

The Qounci | functions i nan advi sory
capacity tothe pastor, and neets wth
himnont hly. 1t concentrates on establ i sh-
ing goa s and obj ectives for the parish
and i npl enent i ng t hose goal s whi | e de-
vel opi ng a prayi ng, unified Cristian

Pari sh@unci | Mners for 1998-90 (seated | eft toright): Gil Nkd sky, Secretary;,
B Sheeran, Guairnan, Gno A bertario, Mce Guairnan; (standingleft toright):

B ni e Snanberg, Garry Wi son, Mrge Giffin, Mryjane Bouchard, Jean Harder, Lynn
HIl, Agnes B umand Gry Napol i . Absent fromphotoare A Savard, Lynn Tydgwel |
and Ji mG ady.




Takingfor Ganted w80

he gl oomhad settled w thin
T the confi nes of our Soring
Lake sumer house. The
at nospher e was dark and every-
one’ s mood was just plain lousy, for
lack of abetter word.

V¢ wer e wal ki ng on t he boar d-
val k inthedirectionof The Ti nes,
alocal ice creamshop. “Be grate-
ful,” T said, annoyed by the si | ent
and sul l enfaces of ny three sons.
“For heaven'’s sake, you're only
goi ng back to schodl , 7 T added.

God had gi ven us so much: our
fanly’s good health, a successful
| awpractice, anodi cumof intelli-
gence for each, and surmers in
Soring Lake. And thankfully, we
vereafamly of faith However, |
knewthat none of these argunents
were goi ng to effect any nood
change anong t hi s group.

Suddenly, | sawny d dest daught er
Lauren runni ng toward us. It nust

beinportant, | thought: Lauren
never runs.

“Mrs. O'Mara,” Lauren said,
| ooking at ne and then at Sean.
“She had a bad stroke,” she added,
still lookingat Sean. Ti nmy O'Mara
and Snverepractica lyinseparad e,

@od grief, | thought. Katyis
only 32 years ol d.

No one spoke. What coul d any-
one say? Laur en had been a not her ' s
hel per toKaty for the past four years
and our fanly soci al i zed regul arly
wththe OMaras.

“How bad is she?” I asked
Lauren. “Mr. O'Mara says she’11
live It’sa congenital heart, what-
ever that neans, ” replied Lauren.

“What’s that mean, Dad?” asked
Sean.

“Simply put, it means Mrs. O'Mara
was born w th a probl emwith her
heart andregretfullyit is songthing
she’ 11 probably have to live with for

therest of her life.” I assured from
their silencethat they understood.

Fnally, Sean|ooked up at ne
and asked, “Do you have anything
kongeni cal wong wi th you?” He
was now hol di ng ny hand.

Feel i ng everyone’ s gaze, I re-
plied, “No. And perhaps we should
al bealittlenoregrateful for those
littlethingsinlife ” I wondered
whet her the ki ds woul d under st and.
Lauren sl i pped her armaround ny
wai st as we wal ked back to the
house. Suddenly, ice creamwasn’t
soinportant any nore.

Post script: Thi s event happened
twel ve years ago thi s August. Gd
took Katy hone | ast sunmer. My
famly, nowspread across three
states, net at SoringLake’s st.

Gat heri ne’ s Church to attend Katy’ s
funeral nass—we still remain a fam-
ilyd fath

Denni s J. MLaughl in

four nenbers of Boy Scout

vardthedta of Gd ”

vel | as various servi ce prgj ects.

Vel leefor this prestigious aard!

Troop 60 receivedtheir AdAtare
Dei avards at . Joseph’s Cathedral
inHrtford Adaltare dei neans “to-

The course, taught by counsel ors
Davi d Rohl fi ng and Jani ce Gohen,
hel ps Scout's growspiritua |y, and
i ncl udes a study of the sacranents as

Gongrat ul ations to Tyl er Gohen,
Jon Highes, August Rohl fing and Jon

JeenBii ckey

Spotlight on Yo

Scouts Receive A Altare Del Anar ds

nMy 3, after ayear of study,

Rcipetsd the AdAtaeD anrd(l et torigt): JonHghes, Jon\d | ee, Agust
Fohl fing and Tyl er Ghenw th Sout nast er Cavi d Rohl fi ng and t eacher Jani ce Ghen.




Fear, Surprisesand Faith

i

Wen t he day of Pentecost cane,
the Book of Actstellsusit found
the brethren gathered i n one pl ace,

| ocked behi nd cl osed door s and
isolatedout of fear, shut avay from
out si de forces. Fear i nmobi | i zed
them for outside they woul d be
recogni zabl e as havi ng been associ -
atedwth Jesus. Wat shoul d t hey
do? Shoul d they, couldthey, return
tothelivesthey had | ived before
they heard t hose i nvi ti ng words,
“Come, follow me”? Fear kept tell-
i ng themthat they coul d never
hopetocarry out al | that the Mster
had i nstruct ed t hemi n or expect ed
of them Vdul dlife ever bethe
sane? Thei r fears consuned t hem
The risk of the nministry was too
over whel ning.

The Act's of the Apostles goes on
totell us of the phenonenon, the
second vave of fear that fol | oned—a
strong drivi ng w nd acconpani ed
by fireinthe shape of tongues
al i ghting above thei r heads—and
howt hei r fear was eradi cat ed and
surprisefilledthemwhen even
nor e i ncredi bl e things t ook pl ace.
The promised gift, the Holy Spirit,
had cone, enpowering and i berat -
ing themfromtheir fears, and
mracl es happened.

That was then. Pentecost Sunday
cones for us agai ntoday al nost
twomllennialater andfindsadif-
ferent set of brethrengatheredin
this place. But we have not | ocked

:*:#.4
‘% hrough t he @l f f
e througn t el enents of fear
7 .

R
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our sel ves away nor are we
sequesteredinfear. V& have
gat hered openl'y and j oyf ul | y
for vhat the Hly Spirit

Yie
TTEY
._d"',f" continues to doinour tine

and surprise and | aught er:
to enpover sinpl e, flawed,
i nsecur e peopl e t o do ex-
traordi nary thi ngs—to say
“es” to the invitation to serve and
share, tomnister tothe needs of
others and t o extend t he Ki ngdom
of Gdinthistineinhistory.
Today, our focus is seemngly
di rected t oward one i ndi vi dual ,
Phil i p Sharkey, one of us who we
nowsee as di fferent fromus. Years
ago, theinvitati onwas extendedto
him Qone, followne. It wasrel a-
tively easytorespondtothat cal,
tosay yestofaith. Sy- e
i ng yes then i nvol ved
verylittlefear or intim-
dation, for livingas a
Christianwasn’t threat-
ening or humliating.
But lifeoffers nany op-
portunities, choices, ad
invitations, vhatever ve
care to nane them and
even t hose choi ces i n-
vol ve a certai n degree of ;
fear and trepi dati onof e o
naki ng m st akes, of not =+

being up tothe task, of T B

doi ng sonet hing | ess ;"
demandi ng and nore
pesingor fufilling

In1962, the Hly Spirit was
surely at work, eventhen, back in
the t unul t uous 60’ s, bestowing gifts
on Phil Sharkey. Jani ce Tayl or cane
intohislifeandin 1963 she becane
aninstrunental part of hislife Ad
thegiftskept comng. Frst Raynond
andthenFhil, thegiftsof children
and parent hood to a uni quel y fai th-
filled couple. Thepart-tinejob

3

begunin Sheltonin 1959 at Sop
and Shop becane a career. Ad
still, theHly Spirit kept pronpting
for nore.
In1978, after three years of
preparati on—and, no doubt, a
goodl y anount of soul - sear chi ng,
questi oni ng, and st udyi ng—phil
was ordai ned t o t he per nanent
di aconat e. The chi | dhood pul | to-
ward areligious vocationthat was
averted in adol escent years was
suddenl y a cl ose second. Awonder -
fu wfe twosons, agreat job, and
the next best thingto priesthood.
The two great el enents of the
Hly Qoirit’s activity continued
tobeat work: fear and surprise.
Fear and surpri se that nowbecane
centered around that awf ul word,
“cancer, ” and the effect that it would
have onthi s
famly. It would
i nvade thei r
liveswthfear
but never crush
their fathor
hope or spirit.
Anyone who
knew Jan
Shar key under -
stood vhet it
ves liketobe
.. touched by the
~: pover of the
oo Hly Sirit.
"7 Wen the w nds
of tragedy bl ew
inher direction, sherebuffedthem
only toradiateaquiet peace and
joy fromthe center of her life: her
soul . Wen any ot her coupl e woul d
haveretreatedintotheir persona
probl ens and | ocked t hensel ves
avay infear, Phil and Jan seened
t 0 open t hensel ves up even nor e
toactivitiesinmnistry, reaching

(conti nued on page 4)



Fear, Qurprisesand Faith
(conti nued frompege 3)

out tothose wthwhat they consi dered “real” problems.
Jan di ed on Sept enber 4, 1992 and was buri ed on t he
Feast of the Brth of Mry. Sone nay have wonder ed
howher fam!y woul d survive w thout this heavenly
presence, thisinstrunent of Gd, thisgift of theSairit,
but for those of us who knewPhi| and Jan, we under -
stoodthat the Spirit was still at work andit woul d be
only anatter of tine beforefear and surprise woul d
agai nunfal d.

[ think | had known for alongtinewhat direction
Fhil s 1ife would take but I honestly knew that he had
the naki ngs of apriest theday | went to Sop and Shop
and was invitedtothe upper room the nanager’s sanc-
tuary. Therehesat wthisfeet uponhis desk, drinking
coffee, and puffing onhis pipe, canychattingwhile
chaos swirled bel ow | renenber whenwe first tal ked
about the possibility of the priesthood, four short years
ago. | 'm sure looking back now, Phil can remember the
surpri se associ at ed Wt h t he deci si on—that at his age,
ti ne and pl ace, woul d he, coul d he, do sonething dif-
ferent, be sonething different? He had been hidingin
hi's upper room hi s sanctuary. Hewas |ike the apost| es,
hi di ng when the risen Christ surprised him He cal | ed
hi mt 0 a second vocati on. Fhil said yes.

For the apostl es, for the newy ordai ned Father Philip
Sharkey and for nest of us, the surprise of the Spiritis
likelytobenore gentle and unfol ding. The key isto be
opentoit. Today’s scripture remains steady and com-
forting through t he ages and we, who are here t oday
celebratingnot sinply afestive Fentecost but thisfirst
Mass, nust renenber the real cause for our joy. Wth
(d, today’ s celebration tells us the book is never fin-

i shed, thedoor is never closed. Samit inGd’s face, if
youw | 1; | ock Gd out by your sins and addictionsto
wor |l d'y pursuits and pl easures, hide fromGd as you

w sh. Pentecost saysthat Jesuswll bresk all thebarriers
down and breathe amighty spirit uponus, thespirit
who forgives, thespirit vhoinvites, thespirit who can
nake a di ff erence.

Let usgreatlyrejoicetoday as famly and friends of
Phil, as childrenof God and as a faith cormunity 114
years young i n Sout hbury whi ch today real i zesits very
first vocation. Let us begrateful : @Qd has i ndeed vi sited
hi s peopl e and rai sed up fromanong t hema shepherd
tocalmthefears andinaugurate newspirit-filledsur-
prises. V@ rejoi cewth Father Sharkey today but we are
especial lygraefu for thisgft of priesthood, agft
longincomngfromthe Holy Spirit. 1.

Tickets Avalad efor Kof CRIfl e

he Kni ghts of (ol unbus was
T founded in 1882, inpart to
hel p nen renai n

uitedintheir fathand
toencourage strong fra
ternal bonds. Qur | ocal
counci |, the Mgr. WI-
liamJ. @l lins Quncil,
was charteredin 1960.
Today it has nearly
tripledits nenbership
fromthe original num

pari sh event s such as the t he God
Friday Fai th Vel k and t he Pari sh
Henic, wea soassist wth
~theQristnas treelighting,
thebike-athonfor the South
bury Fuel Bank and ot her
activitiesinthe conmonity.
Vé take particul ar pride
i nour schal arshi p program
Every year we award two
$1, 000 schol ar shi ps to hi gh-
school seniorswhow | be

af f or dabl e and t he nunter of tick-
ets sol d to areasonabl e nunier .
Thi s formul a has successful 'y sup-
portedthreeraffles, andticket sa es
for thefourth, to be hel d Gt ober
31, are nowunderway. This year’s
prizeis al1999 Qrvette val ued at
$40, 000, and ve are of fering 3,500
tickets at $20each. Ticketsare
avai | abl e fromour nenbers and at
| ocd busi nesses.

V¢ are al ways | ooki ng for new
nenbers who are interestedin

ber of 72, and charter
nenbers are still active
incouci| activities.
Qr council isresponsibleforits
own funds, and takes no funds from
t he church. A t hough i ndependent,
we fai thful |y and whol ehearted y
support t he Church and our past or
inany way we can. Inadditionto

continuingtheir educati on
: and $1,000 t 0 a seninari an
preparing for avocationas apriest.
Al of our donations cone from
a budget funded by araffle hel d
every three years. Several years
ago, counci| nenbers decided to
of fer anewChevrol et Gorvette as
aprizewhilekeepingtheticket cost

4

bel ongingtoanorgani zationthat is
devotedtoitsfaith, enbraces chari-
tabl e vorks, supportsfraterna bonds
anong i ts nenber shi p, and encour -
ages patriaticloveof country.

Thonas Kowal ski
Past G and Kni ght
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The Ganes Peopl e P ay

F romt he begi nni ng of tine,
man has had a propensity for
“game playing.” I do not use this
phrasetorefer totems, golf,
basketbal |, or any other athl etic
pursuit. Rather, ny referenceis
besed nare upon at titudi nal re-
Sponses—saying one thing while
actinginaconpl etely opposi te vay.

Adamand Eve began t he pro-
cess inthe Garden of Eden. The
I'sraelites continued the process
inthedesert; politicians have
playedit out throughthe ages;
andwe continuetodoit evento
this day. V¢ pl ay ganes i n our
rel ati onships wth ot her peopl e
when we tel | themwhat we think
they want to hear rather thanthe
truth. Vé pl ay ganes wth our
chi | dren when we denand cer -
tai nbehavi ors but di smss or
di scount our own failures. Vé
pl ay games when we conpr o-
nise our val ues or deny what
we knowi s right soas not to be
distinguished as different. Vé
pl ay ganes w th God, expecting
that i f we dosonethingfor Hm
Heisobligedtoreciprocate.

V& cal | oursel ves “good” rather
then “aithful.”

Thereisn’t a week that goes
by that | amnot placedinthe
adversaria positionof gange
pl ayi ng: “I’ve care to register
inthe parish, and by the vay, |
need to get ny baby bapti zed.
No, | di dn’t just move here,
We’ve been in town for three
years! ” “I'm going to be a god-
not her for ny sister’s baby and
| needtoget one of those things
fromyou. ” When the conversa-
tion continues, the gane-pl ayi ng

7

becones obvi ous.
"I received my sac-
ranents here and |
go t o Chur ch when
| can. Wat do you
mean you don’t
know nme?” “1'd
prefer not tore-
cei ve envel opes. |
don’t believe in
them” It’s not unlike the couple that
cones toplanfor their narri age.
They adnit that they don’t go to
Mass and have been | i vi ng t oget her
for two years and t hey expect t hat
the Gwurchwl| junpfor joyat the
prospect of their | avi sh weddi ng.

Not sol Sorry!

The troubl e wi th gane- pl ayi ng
andthesocietyinwiichweliveis
that it feelsit cannakeupits own
rules asit goes al ong and everyone
shoul d neet t he denands or at | east
t he expect ati ons of contenporary
thinking. Lhfortunately, the Church
does not bend to popul ar consensus
or conveni ence. The Church per-
cel ves the practi ce of one’s faith as
a conmtnent to be net regard ess
of vork constrai nts or busy schedul es.

Accor ding to Canon Law; cer-
tainrequirenents nust be net by
Gat hal i cs seeki ng sacranental ap-
proval . For instance, any individual
who has been asked t o be a sponsor
for confirnation or agodparent for
bapti smnust ful fill certainprereq
uisites. H or she nust be baptized
and confirmed, knowntotheir pas-
tor, andregul arly attend ng Miss
and recei vi ng t he sacranents. |f
any of these requirenents is | ack-
ing, the Pastor isobligatedto deny
theindividual the privilege of being
a sponsor or godparent .

wion

s

Ganes are con-
ti nuousl y bei ng
pl ayed. Goupl es who
rarely attend Church
arehavingtheir chil -
dren bapti zed, but for
what reason? Parents
who never attend
Miss enrol | their
childeninreigous
educat i on prograns and expect
t hemt o recei ve sacr anent s.
Coupl es cone to a church
they’ re not registered in and
hope t o be narried t here be-
cause thereceptionwl!| be
near by and t he church’ s location
woul d be conveni ent for guests.
And when t he person who i s
responsi bl e for uphol di ng t he
sanctity of the sacranentstells
themthisisn’t possible, they
becone i ndi gnant. Parents w |
liefor their childrentoget what
they want. They will | eavethe
parish and bl ane the priest for
al their probl ens—another ex-
cuse to stay away fromGod.
Wiy? Wiy do we keep on pl ay-
ing ganes wthfidelity? Wy do
we use, abuse and i gnore the
responsi bility of our bapti snal
conmi t nent and expect to get
what we want, when we want it?

| cannot begi nto understand
what nakes peopl e think that a
Gd Qwrchrel ationshipis sone
thing you nove i nto and out of
based on nonent ary need. | do
know however, that inany gane-
playingsituation, soneoneis the
| oser—it’s just hard tod npoi nt vho.
Oy God knows the final result.

Fr. Mrk Hynn




The Gfts of Faithand Buchari st

howa Scri pt ur e readi ng can

affect nylife. Therecent Feast
of the Ascensionis an exanpl e, as
i s Pentecost. Look at howrichare
thegifts Gd offers usinthe Easter
season; Eucharist, life-givingfood
for thesod; Hlyspirit, living
wthinus; gracetochoose wsely.
D wetakethesegiftsfor granted?
Do we rej ect themor ignore then?
Probably, at |east songtines.

Gonsi der the event of t he Ascen
sion. Jesus’ followers must have
beenterrifiedwhenthey | earned
that He woul d be | eavi ng them The
apost | es shared prayers, neal s and
journeys wth Jesus, and had w t-
nessed H s heal i ng t ouch and

| t never ceases to anaze ne

miracl es of faith. “our faith has
saved you, ” Jesus saidnot love,
that would corewthfaith. Christ
knewwhat H s fol | owers coul d not
yet fathom that bei ng hunan and
inthefleshlintsus. S, Heassured
the disciplesthat Henust gotothe
Father sothe Hly Soirit coul d
cone and liveinthem(us). After-
war ds He gave Bucharist. Odthey
understand? Do we? Qnly after
Pentecost, wthitsgift of Hly
Sirit, andasthey grewinfaith, did
they reaizethat they verethe
hands and feet of Grist inthewvorld.
The gifts of faithand Eichari st
are so sinpl e yet so prof ound we
nust tell our childrenat every Miss
tofocus their eyes and hearts onthe
miracl e t aki ng

7

pl ace at the con-
secration If Jesus
ver e st andi ng
before us, we
woul d not be
abl e totake our
eyes fromH m
Mot her Teresa,
vwho was such a
fathfilledrde
nodel for us and
our children, said
that wthout B
chari st she cou d
not do what she
ddwthher life
Nurturingthe g ft
of faith, she had
the courage to
stand up t o non-
archs and
presi dent s and
speak thetruth.
A Hol | ywood
figwerecently
decl ared t hat
organi zedrdli-
gonisdying In
sone formor

other we hear thisinevery genera-
tion. But isit true? Roughly 70,000
adultsinthe US were wel coned
intothe Gatholic Church during the
Easter Migil. They cane because
they believeinand desirethe Liv-

i ng Bread and because Jesus sai d,
“Thou art Peter, and upon this rock
| shal | buildny Church, andthe
gates of Hell shall not prevail
against it.” That’s why I cane.

Fai th and Eucharist. Both are
nysteries, intang bl es. And soci ety
reliesonintangibles. BIlionsof
dol | ars are spent each year ondiets,
cosnetics, surgery, heal thfoods and
vitamns. | nand of thensel ves,
these things are not wong. Qur
bodi es aretenples of the Hly Spirit
and we shoul d respect and care for
them Things get out of bal ance
when we negl ect to feed and nour -
ishour soul aswell: Eicharist!
Pideisthegreat deceiver that |eads
us to bel i eve we knowbet ter than
our Greator what isbest for us. Qur
young peopl e have wor | dl y goods
gd ore, food apl enty, brilliant ninds
and strong bodi es. Yet they may be
left wthenptyspirits, nal nour-

i shed and yearni ng f or they know
not what —Eucharist and faith.

It seens tonethat we nust in-
tensify our prayers for these gifts
tobeconreavalueinthelives of
our famlies and cormuni ties, our
country and t he worl d.

None of usisimmunetothetenp
tations around us. That nust be why
@dinHsgreat | ove and w sdom
gave us the Hly Spirit—along with
theg fts o fathand Hichari st—there
for ustorurture or neg ect.

Vi gi ve t hanks and prai se for
our loving@dand Hs gifts of
Bucharist and faiththat nouri shand
save us. Gone Holy Spirit, cone.

Mg Vel sh



Ask Father Flynn

Q Wit istheCGurchdanginligt of pred ctionsthet there’l| befever priestsinthecomngyears?

As we prepare oursel ves toenter the next ml -

| enni um the uni versal Churchis quickly bei ng
confrontedwthwhat wil becone acrisis situa
tion: theshortage of priests. Wthinour own
Archdi ocese of Hartfordandin other di oceses

t hroughout the country, ashortage of priests
and adecreaseinvocationsisbeingfelt. A
Presbyterial subcormtteeis exploringwat the
future hol ds and devel opi ng cont i ngency pl ans.

The Archdi ocese of Hartfordis conprised of
223 pari shes staf fed by 389 priests. Amng
those priests, 70are assi gnedto spe-
cializedmnistries wthinand
out si de t he di ocese (chapl ai ncy or
teaching, for exanpl €). Thereare 79
priests over the age of 70 who w ! |
retireinthe next fiveyears. Min-
detory retirenent for priestsis75.
It isestinatedthat by 2005-six short
years fromnow-there will be 225
active priests, and by 2020 only 98
priestswill still beinvol vedinnin
istry. Hvenenwere ordainedtothe
priesthood for our archdi ocese this
year, and each year the nunber of applicants en-
teringintoor conpl eting semnary training
di nni shes.

The future | ooks bl eak! Wt hin our archdi o-
cese, We've already experienced the need for
one priest toserveas pastor for two parishes.
The “Twining” concept, as it has been called,
enabl es a pari shto rena n openwhil e of fering
fewer services. Additionally, wthinthe past few
years a nunber of archdi ocesan pari shes have
been gi ven over toreligious orders (such as the
Franci scans, Donini cans and LaSal et t e Fat her s)
because exi sting “priest-power” is not available
tostaff these parishes. The Mawest has seen
t he ener gence of “priest-less” parishes, which
are adnini steredby areligious sister or brother

or alay person.

Qur expect ation has al ways been that when we
need apriest or aMss, or theadmnistrationof a
sacranent, anordained priest wll be avail able.
Lhfortunately, that wll nolonger bethe norm
The Gathol i ¢ Church that we’ve known will not
deviateinitstheol ogical, canonical and gospel
directives. However, the Church of “convenience,”
wvhi ch presunabl y of fers a confortabl e Mass
schedul e and the avai | abi | ity of clergy on denand,
wll necessarilyhbeadtered.

Amd these di sturbing observations liesthein
contestabl e fact that nore peopl e are
practicingtheir faithandturningto
Gt hal i ci sm Perhaps inthe not-so-
distant future, we’11 see “regional
Gat hol i ¢ pari shes” that encarpass a
W der area—for example, one church t hat
i ncor por at es the “Burys” (Southbury,
M ddl ebury, Wodbury) or one
Gathol i c Churchin Vet erbury rat her
than the exi sting 18 pari shes.

Wi | e nost peopl e prefer to avoi d
faci ng pai nful issues that inval ve
change, plans for the future nust be
nade. e thingthat we have onfaithisthat the
Holy Qirit wll always be activel ywthus. Does
thismeanthat we w !l experience aresurgence of
vocations? Not necessarily. V& nust pray for voca
ti ons and encour age young peopl e t o consi der an
alternativetowhat theworldandeven our fam-
lies consider inportant: financia success, pover,
“the good life.” Vocations are begun in the home,
vhere faithis val ued and respect ed.

If | werefortunate enoughto be abl e to predict
thefuture or provideasolutiontothis problem |
probabl y woul dn’ t e here to minister to this par-
i sh. Rather, I woul d no doubt be working full-tine
asapriest/consul tant toevery diocesein the coun
try. Al wecandois pray and remai n opentothe
nany changes whi ch we nust i nevitabl y accept .

I youhave a questi onabout your faith, sendit tothe Gnmoni cati ons Gnmitteeincaredf therectory ad

va chfo theasve inafuurenevel eter.




Qur Faithful Servant

O July 16, F. Brendan Donnel |y cel ebrat ed 47 years inthe pri est hood.
To honor himon thi s special occasi on, his daily Mss friends had a
L‘%receptionfor himinthe churchhall followngthe830a m liturgy.
v Hcturedhereis Father Donnel |y (center), surrounded by his daily
Miss fri ends.
eI Gngrat ul ati ons Fat her! V& t hank you for enrichi ng our
livesspiritually andhel pingtobringuscloser tothe Lord.
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