
new church full of enthusiasm and ready to offer pastoral care. It 
did not take long to realize that the needs of the people were 
more than one person could handle. He developed materials to 
train laypeople�² a secretary, a beautician, a retiree, a teacher, an 
insurance agent, a student, a business woman, a homemaker, an 
executive�² �W�R���F�D�U�H���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���L�Q���D���O�L�I�H�¶�V���F�U�L�V�L�V�����2�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���S�H�R�S�O�H���K�H��
called them. He trained them, sent them out and met with them 
in an ongoing way for support. Other churches heard about it 
and the rest is history: 11,000 congregations, 150 different Christian 
denominations, 500,000 care givers, and over one million care 
receivers. For more information on Stephen Ministries see 
www.stephenministries.org.  

As a parish, we joined Stephen Ministry in February 2012. 
Lynn Tidgwell and Sr. Pat Torre attended their leadership training 

S tephen Ministry is a lay empowered ministry that pro-
vides parishioners with the skills necessary to visit and be 
present to those going through a period of crisis. It is a 

way for us as a community of faith to reach out and extend our 
care giving in a one to one compassionate way.  

This is a new way of being church. Or is it? Scripture shows 
us the early Church was similarly minded. In Acts 6 we see the 
apostles concern for the needs of the people that are not being 
met. They invite seven people to look after these people. Stephen 
is one of them�² and thus comes the name, Stephen Ministry. In 
even earlier days, Jesus sends out the 72 to teach, heal and preach, 
and they come back rejoicing, Luke 10. There is great joy is 
serving others with our presence.  

In more recent times, 1975, Rev. Kenneth Haugk, fresh from 
studies as a clinical psychologist and the seminary arrived at his 
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